PRESS RELEASE

Within a day of launching the Open Letter, we have received 3830 signatories who are against the
removal of “And Tango makes Three” and “The White Swan Express” by the National Library Board
(NLB). The speed and public dissatisfaction has left even us, the original writers of the letter, stunned.
Moreover, the letters that have been circulating around social media, and also on the Forum pages,
all show that there is a true groundswell of public dissatisfaction that cannot and should not be
ignored.

We would also like to take this opportunity to further address our concern at the removal of three
other books, all written by Robie H. Harris, “It's not the Stork!”, “It's So Amazing”, “It's Perfectly
Normal”. These three books all focus on teaching children about their sexual health. In particular, “It's
Perfectly Normal” has garnered many awards, including a Notable Book Award from the American
Library Association itself. It is therefore perplexing why such material, which can help parents in
navigating the often awkward and complex issue of sex education, has been removed from our
libraries.

The conduct of this removal is also very unsatisfactory and begs explanation. The stealth and lack of
transparency in the removal of these books do not give due accountability and are therefore not in the
general interests of the public. We therefore request that the NLB reinstate these titles in addition to
the two that we have campaigned for.

Secondly, we would request that the NLB clarify their latest press statement, in which they stated that
the titles removed because they take a “cautious approach” and that they are at an “impressionable
age.” This response has been vague and gives little explanation. What are the criteria which deem
that books will render children so impressed and influenced that it needs to be removed?

Thirdly, why has the NLB in the recent months adopted a supposedly “pro-family” stand? Was there
consultation with the general public on such a drastic shift in how books are to be chosen? All these
guestions, and more, remain unanswered.

The NLB, as a public institution, should represent a diversity of views, and not remove books just
because they offend the sensibility of others. It should therefore conduct itself in a neutral fashion,
and not serve the interests of a minority of its readers. The debate here is not about whether books
dealing with homosexuality or books that are not deemed “pro-family” by some should be allowed. It is
that the NLB in and of itself should serve the interest of all citizens, and not accede to a narrow
demand by several individuals clamouring to be the gatekeepers of society's morality.
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